
With our Partners:

• Protect 1,000 miles of river

• Create over 2,000 miles of trails

• Conserve more than 70,000 acres of open space



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

 National Water Trail System

 Lake Michigan Water Trail

 Statewide Water Trail Programs

 Regional Water Trail Efforts





 A local managing 

organization or partnership to 

care about and manage the 

trail.

 Support by the local 

community and local 

government.

 A minimum level of public 

access to support a trail 

experience.

 Public information provided 

online or in print to market the 

trail to potential trail users, to 

help them find the trail, plan 

their trip, use the trail safely, 

and learn about the 

natural/cultural resources

Every water trail must have:



National Water Trail Forum

Celebrating:

 21 National Water Trails

 3366 miles of trail

 20 States

A National System of Exemplary Water Trails. 



• Protect and restore 

America’s rivers, shorelines, 

and waterways and conserve 

natural areas along 

waterways

• Increase access to outdoor 

recreation on shorelines and 

waterways



Who Designates Them?
• Designated by the Secretary of 

the Interior or the Secretary of 
Agriculture

• Recognized as part of the 
National Trails System

Who Manages Them?
• Managed by a local 

management entity (local, 
state, or federal government 
agency; nonprofit organization; 
interagency organization)



 Inclusion in the NWTS Learning Network, a 

community that mentors and promotes the 

development of water trails and shares BMPs

 Inclusion on the NWTS website and database

 Receipt of a set of NWTS markers

 Access to technical assistance from NWTS 

program partners and through the learning 

network (American Rivers, River Network, RMS)

 Access to funding opportunities

NWTS Program Benefits



Criteria for National Recreation Trails  

• The trail (and its access points) must be open to public use and 

be designed, constructed, and maintained according to best 

management practices, in keeping with the anticipated use. 

• The trail is in compliance with applicable land use plans and 

environmental laws. 

• The trail will be open for public use for at least 10 consecutive 

years after designation. 

• The trail designation must be supported by the landowner(s), 

(public or private), on which access points exist. 





Island Loop Trail      11 miles (Port Huron, MI) 
Huron River       104 miles (Ann Arbor, MI) 
Kitsap Peninsula      371 miles (Seattle, WA) 
Black Canyon       30 miles (Arizona, Nevada) 
Bayou Teche       131 miles  (Los Angeles, CA) 
Chattahoochee River NRA     48 miles (Atlanta, Georgia) 
Mississippi River NRA      76 miles (Minneapolis, MN) 
Bronx River Greenway     8 miles  (New York, NY) 
Willamette River Water Trail     216 miles (Oregon) 
Hudson River Water Trail     256 miles (New York) 
Mississippi/ Great River WT     121 miles (St. Louis, MS) 
Okefenokee NWR      120 miles (Georgia) 
Alabama Scenic River Trail     631 miles (Alabama) 
Kansas River Water Trail     173 miles (Kansas City, KS) 
Rock River Water Trail     330 miles (Qaud Cities, IL) 
Waccamaw River Blue Trail     100 miles (South Carolina) 
Mississippi River National Recreation Area and Trail  76 miles (Mississippi) 
Great Miami River Water Trail     291 miles (Ohio) 
Arkansas River Water Trail      192 miles (Arkansas) 
Kankakee River Water Trail      133 miles (Indiana) 
Kitsap Peninsula Water Trails     371 miles (Washington) 



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Island Loop National Water Trail





E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Huron River National Water Trail



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A



Lake Michigan Water Trail
One lake, four states, all trails, a world class destination connecting people to adventure 

and exploration around Lake Michigan.  1600 miles, 760 MI miles



# of state programs 26

# of water trails 1,394

# of water trail miles 40,824 miles (approximation)

State Water Trail Programs

*There is at least 1 water trail reported in every state except Oklahoma, but only 26 states have 

statewide water trail programs.  2015 NPS-RTCA survey



Statewide Water Trail Programs

 Connecticut – NGO

 Georgia – NGO

 Pennsylvania – Partnership

 Florida – Partnership

 Minnesota  - State

 Texas – State

 Iowa - State



Southeast Michigan Water Trails

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

1. Blueways of St. Clair (17)

2. Clinton River Water Trail

3. Detroit Heritage River WT

4. Huron River National WT

5. Lake St. Clair Coastal WT

6. Monroe County Water Trails (6)

7. Rouge River Water Trail



Coordinating Organizations
• National Park Service

• River Network

• River Management Society

• Huron River Water Trail

• St. Clair County

• Michigan Sea Grant

• Riverside Kayak Connection



Saginaw Bay Watershed Water Trails

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

1. Saginaw Bay Water Trail

2. Cass River Water Trail

3. Flint River Water Trail

4. Shiawassee River Water Trail



Grand River Water Trail - 250 miles

Jackson County, Upper Grand 

River Watershed Alliance, 

LIAAWMEAC, Ottawa Co. Parks, GVSU



For More Information

• National Water Trail System

www.nps.gov/watertrails

- Toolbox 

• Prepare to Launch http://www.river-

management.org/prepare-to-launch

• NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation 

Assistance Program  www.nps.gov/rtca

Barbara_Nelson-Jameson@nps.gov
E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

http://www.nps.gov/watertrails
http://www.nps.gov/rtca


Suttons Bay – World Record Flotilla 2,099 - Find Paul Yauk


